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COVID-19 5/26 Update  
  
Global 
Total cases – 5,550,399 
Total deaths – 348,302 
  
United States 
Total cases – 1,672,714 
Total deaths – 98,636 
Total # tests – 14,604,942 
  
Administration 

• The Trump administration’s aggressive path forward toward reopening the economy 

has added to the partisan chasm on fiscal issues including the next coronavirus bill and 

longer-term economic debate. 

o The Trump administration expects “a very strong second half of the year,” that 

productivity will “recover relatively quickly,” but employment that “lags that a 

little bit,” White House adviser Kevin Hassett told reporters Friday, according to 

a pool report. President Donald Trump, meanwhile, demanded governors allow 

places of worship to reopen for in-person services, saying he will “override the 

governors” if they don’t comply. 

o Hassett’s expectation of an increase in productivity roughly matches with a 

Congressional Budget Office report that projects 5% real GDP growth in the third 

quarter of 2020, though CBO also projects 15.8% unemployment in that quarter 

• Pandemic Response Accountability Cmte will hold a virtual public forum at 2 p.m. June 

3, according to cmte statement. 

o Forum is an opportunity for stakeholders to provide insights into where cmte 

should focus oversight, according to statement 

o Virtual event will take place live on YouTube and a recording will be posted to 

cmte website 

o Note: Cmte is made up of 20 inspectors general from across federal government, 

according to statement 

• The Trump administration may set limits on a program that permits international 

students to work in the U.S. after graduation while still on their student visa, the Wall 

Street Journal reported. The looming temporary restrictions are designed to aid 

American graduates looking for entry-level work during the pandemic-fueled downturn, 

the newspaper said, citing the officials. 
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• Trump vowed to move the planned Republican National Convention from North 

Carolina unless Gov. Roy Cooper (D) guarantees that the party will be allowed full 

attendance regardless of pandemic restrictions. Trump took aim at Cooper in tweets 

yesterday saying he wanted assurance that Republicans would be allowed to gather in 

Charlotte at the end of August whether or not there are ongoing outbreaks. 

o “Plans are being made by many thousands of enthusiastic Republicans,” Trump 

said in the tweets. “They must be immediately given an answer by the Governor 

as to whether or not the space will be allowed to be fully occupied. If not, we will 

be reluctantly forced to find, with all of the jobs and economic development it 

brings, another Republican National Convention site.” 

• If you have had coronavirus, or know someone who has tested positive, the US Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention's new guidance contains information about how 

long you should stay away from others. 

o According to the guidelines, posted over the weekend, people who have been 

sick with coronavirus infections should stay away from other people until... 

o They’ve gone at least three days with no fever 

o Have seen symptoms improve 

o And until it’s been 10 days since they first noticed symptoms 

o “Depending on your healthcare provider’s advice and availability of testing, you 

might get tested to see if you still have Covid-19. If you will be tested, you can be 

around others when you have no fever, symptoms have improved, and you 

receive two negative test results in a row, at least 24 hours apart,” the CDC said 

in the new guidance. 

o People who tested positive but had no symptoms can still infect others, and the 

CDC says people should wait for 10 days after a positive test before mixing with 

other people again. 

• White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany urged Americans to follow social 

distancing guidelines from the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, while also 

maintaining that President Trump "wants to see society reopened." 

o McEnany was asked about the large crowds seen gathering during Memorial Day 

weekend, many of whom did not appear to be following social distancing 

guidelines. 

o "The President, as he's noted, he wants to see society reopened, wants to see 

the economy reopened. But we do want to do so safely," she said. McEnany 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/25/health/us-coronavirus-memorial-day/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/25/health/us-coronavirus-memorial-day/index.html
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noted that she attended a church service over the weekend, and people were 

socially distanced. 

o "Everyone, while you go out, let's keep cognizant the recommendations of the 

CDC," she said. 

• Education Secretary Betsy DeVos is doubling down on directions for school districts to 

redirect millions in coronavirus stimulus relief to private schools after criticism from 

Congress and public school leaders. DeVos, in a May 22 letter to top state school 

officials, said she’d soon issue regulations to address the issue. Education leaders said K-

12 schools stand to lose millions of dollars in funding under the move 

• The Trump administration has released coronavirus testing targets for May, an 

aggressive expansion that would have some states doubling, quadrupling and even, in 

the case of Puerto Rico, completing 5.6 times the number they had done through late 

April. The breakdown of targets by state was released Sunday as part of a testing plan 

outlined by the Health and Human Services Department in a report to Congress 

• The Pentagon watchdog who was originally cast to chair the federal independent 

committee overseeing more than $2 trillion in virus stimulus spending resigned a month 

after being blocked from that role by Trump. Glenn Fine, the Defense Department’s 

principal deputy inspector general, said today in a statement that the “time had come” 

for him to resign, while praising the responsibility watchdogs have to pursue 

investigations independent of political pressures.  

o Fine, who has served under George W. Bush and Barack Obama, was tapped by 

colleagues to lead the Pandemic Response Accountability Committee, but Fine’s 

appointment came as Trump was increasingly taking action against IGs he sees 

as insufficiently loyal. Trump last month ousted Fine from his job as acting DOD 

inspector general, effectively removing him from being able to serve on the task 

force. Read more from Tony Capaccio. 

o Meanwhile, the Health and Human Services Department inspector general is 

weighing looking into how biomedical research and development funds have 

been awarded under the Trump administration, according to deputy IG Christi 

Grimm in a virtual briefing with the House Oversight and Reform Committee. 

• Pentagon’s plan for staff to return to its headquarters comprises five phases and uses 

Trump admin. gating criteria for progression to each phase. 

o Pentagon issues memo to defense leaders including military dept secretaries and 

chairman of the joint chiefs of staff 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAY7AGT0AFBF
https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1351959266?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
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o Plan provides guiding principles for returning Pentagon Reservation to “normal 

operating conditions” 

o Plan details screening and social distancing requirements and says service 

members deploying outside the U.S. will undergo a mandatory 14-day 

“restriction of movement” before deployment 

o Plan would be reviewed if resurgence in coronavirus detected 

  
Capitol Hill 

• House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said today the House and Senate should be 

able to quickly reach a deal on changes to the Small Business Administration’s Paycheck 

Protection Program to give recipients more flexibility in using funds. 

o The House is set to pass a bill on Thursday that would extend the current eight-

week period during which businesses must use funds to have loans forgiven to 

24 weeks or Dec. 31, whichever comes sooner. The bill would allow businesses 

to repay loans over five years instead of two, and scrap a rule that no more than 

25% of proceeds can be spent on expenses. The chamber also plans to take up a 

bill to increase transparency in the program. 

o A similar bill with bipartisan support in the Senate would extend the deadline to 

apply for a loan to the end of the year from June 30, while doubling the current 

eight-week period in which businesses must use money to have loans forgiven. 

“What we think is there is a general consensus, both House and the Senate, that 

the time frame that was set was too short, unfortunately,” Hoyer told reporters. 

o The timing matters because the first companies that received the loans after the 

PPP program opened on April 3 will see the eight-week loan-forgiveness periods 

begin to expire at the end of this week and in early June. 

o Senate leaders have asked lawmakers to give unanimous consent to the Senate 

legislation, which would also let borrowers use proceeds for personal protective 

equipment and investments for reopening, while ensuring lenders are not liable 

for the certification and documentation borrowers give during the loan process. 

o Senators aren’t in town this week, but have a pro forma session scheduled for 

Thursday, when the chamber could pass the bill if there are no objections. 

Otherwise, the Senate could take up the House-passed legislation next week.  

• Hoyer in his briefing also said House Democrats will focus this summer on passing 

essential legislation, including the Water Resources Development Act, a highway 

reauthorization bill, and appropriations measures. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB327
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o “My major focus at this time is getting the committees up and working” on 

hearings before turning to markups under the new remote work rules the 

chamber passed recently, Hoyer said. “There are a number of pieces of 

legislation” that are must-pass and have looming deadlines in the fall, including 

the National Defense Authorization Act, a surface transportation package, 

WRDA, and spending bills to keep the government open past Sept. 30, Hoyer 

said 

• Senate subcmte markups of National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2021 will begin 

June 8, according to Senate Armed Services Cmte statement. 

o “The pandemic just makes it all the more important that we care for our service 

members and their families, maintain peak readiness and continue modernizing 

and preparing for the future — just as the National Defense Strategy urges,” 

Cmte Chairman Sen.James Inhofe says in statement 

• Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) and Rep. Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) asked Health and Human 

Services Secretary Alex Azar to resubmit a more thorough report on disparities in the 

health effects of Covid-19 across demographics. The Trump administration initially 

responded to the request for a report with a letter that consisted largely of links to the 

Centers for Disease Control’s website. That report “was woefully inadequate and we 

urge you to rewrite and resubmit the Report in order to meet your statutory obligation,” 

the lawmakers wrote on Friday. “As written, the Report provides no new insight into the 

devastating health disparities that communities across America are experiencing as a 

result of COVID-19. In fact, it simply repackages what was already readily available on 

the internet.” 

• The coronavirus has made the CBO’s own budget situation more difficult, the office said 

in a letter to Senate Appropriations Committee members. CBO asked for a $2.4 million 

increase for fiscal 2021. A flat budget would effectively create a $2.8 million gap 

between funding and costs because of unanticipated needs to respond to the virus, 

including technology expenses and purchases of data, the letter said. If that were the 

case, CBO would likely eliminate performance bonuses, cut recruitment bonuses, freeze 

hiring and allow its workforce to shrink through attrition, the letter said. 

• The House is scheduled to consider two bills related to coronavirus aid.  

• An as-yet-unnumbered bill by Rep. Dean Phillips (D-Minn.) would give businesses more 

time and flexibility to make qualifying expenditures for loan forgiveness under the 

Paycheck Protection Program, and allow businesses with forgiven loans to defer payroll 

taxes. It’s similar to a bill (H.R. 6886) introduced by Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas), though it 

https://www.armed-services.senate.gov/press-releases/inhofe-reed-announce-fy-2021-ndaa-markup-schedule
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1789
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247932
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB393
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/052220%20EC%20HELP%20Health%20Disparities%20Letter%20Final%20v3.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2020-05/56366-CBO-QFRs.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20200525/BILLS-116hr-SUS.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB42980161
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6827435956406845456
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB42640122


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/26 UPDATE 
 

includes new language that would extend the deadline to apply for a PPP loan to Dec. 31 

from June 30.  

o A second measure (H.R. 6782) would require the Small Business Administration 

to issue a report on entities that received more than $2 million in small business 

aid under the CARES Act (Public Law 116-136) and the measure that replenished 

the PPP (Public Law 116-139).  

• The House Oversight and Reform Committee will hold a video briefing today for 

members with Health and Human Services Department Principal Deputy Inspector 

General Christi Grimm.  

• The House Ways and Means Committee holds a remote hearing Wednesday to discuss 

the disproportionate effects of Covid-19 on minority communities. 

• The House Appropriations Military Construction-VA Subcommittee plans a hearing 

Thursday on the Veterans Affairs Department’s Covid-19 response efforts. VA Secretary 

Robert Wilkie is scheduled to testify. 

• The House Transportation and Infrastructure Coast Guard and Maritime 

Transportation Subcommittee on Friday will hold a hearing on the U.S. maritime supply 

chain during the pandemic. 

• The House Education and Labor Workforce Protections Subcommittee scheduled a 

hearing Thursday on the government’s efforts to protect workers from covid-19. 

• The House Small Business Committee plans a virtual forum Thursday to discuss 

priorities for the next phase of recovery and how to leverage the Small Business 

Development Center Network 

• House Natural Resources Chair Raúl Grijalva (D-Ariz.) is considering issuing a subpoena 

to the Interior Department if it doesn't provide more detail on its plans to reopen 

national parks around the country. 

o Grijalva said he is concerned that the Trump administration's reopening of the 

federal parks was being done for the political optics and lacked precautions to 

safeguard human health and safety, particularly at the Grand Canyon, which sits 

near the Covid-19-ravaged Navajo Nation. He added he had received "minimal" 

information from the administration on its reopening criteria. 

• Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii), and other senators from 

both parties introduced S. 3838, the Health Care Broadband Expansion During Covid-19 

Act, which would provide $2 billion to expand the FCC’s Rural Health Care Program to 

provide more broadband capacity and telehealth services. It is a companion to H.R. 

6474. “This legislation is imperative to enable healthcare providers to increase their 

https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6824837428178321431
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6650366419806453771
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6644428189263986712
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fu7061146.ct.sendgrid.net%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3D4tNED-2FM8iDZJQyQ53jATUWgRE384tHgp8wdcDkAUwQ-2BX6xFIlk-2F4QRU0Q2tsPVcjYUmVX3C692-2BxtGfQi5LHZSRvce2rF5zoY2-2FvD7jHg3g-3DxEU7_evAjF3NsYC4M9n5eoaRUykLjWQ8jbi29PR6t9f9kHMaURkpzADej31W1gLFE613mWlQTufZift3rJp0xJCBBlfo5qTfpbOZB12NzyVhcWf-2B5kw7WiWIjYeKNm-2BCFZNDKgu6ObPOVz99PQcro0WCyLRxSsgib7dw1LdiTQC1fyDIwNEsdggqT7vS0dB4jWumnRuEyHAvyvmwrAXgLa2oupVVeAlf-2FGJLvaax6SIan-2FSi0zfrZh-2FkjmegLWSoL7slKjZatCaPL7D8ciuxw9yzOotzHs8Uf1ggmjy0KaxqjlybRzB6DojzL2ZzLdsjgsZpM3JBFHKJbGKtJETS2lFCQWr3HMjY4iTpnIu5qjqaLq8o-3D&data=02%7C01%7Cblee%40bloombergindustry.com%7C619e9cf020424b79c3fc08d7fe84da26%7C97be21fdc6014b169920f5accc69da65%7C0%7C0%7C637257718858330134&sdata=5kOG12Q2skK9D9r%2ByMVie4HrMlaNpEVq%2FU5aXsOrNLg%3D&reserved=0
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/disproportionate-impact-covid-19-communities-color-0
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/department-of-veterans-affairs-response-to-covid-19
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/the-status-of-the-us-maritime-supply-chain-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/examining-the-federal-governments-actions-to-protect-workers-from-covid-19
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=3270
http://go.politicoemail.com/?qs=14651b9641dc825889b73f94b60f2926998905f691f653bf462e0f724ada6f3b6e07698f1716e117aaa62bcdb770f0a6
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1882
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248267
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6829568884410155036
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6814879993177047046
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6814879993177047046
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broadband capacity and expand their ability to provide healthcare to those in need,” 

Murkowski said in a statement. 

• Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation Chairman Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) 

introduced a bill Friday that would provide technical help to rural communities applying 

for Department of Transportation loan or grant programs. 

o The Department of Transportation already has an initiative underway, rolled out 

in October, to assist rural communities with these applications across different 

modes of transportation. Wicker’s bill would give the agency the ability to hire 

and pay expert firms to help applicants, a committee spokesperson said in an 

email. 

• In a letter to Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue, Reps. Marcia Fudge, Jim Costa, and 

Stacey Plaskett asked for more details to be released on how $1.2 billion in contracts for 

the United States Department of Agriculture's Farmers to Families program were 

awarded earlier this month.   

o The lawmakers wrote in the letter that they "share USDA’s goal of providing 

effective and timely assistance to families, farmers, and food supply businesses 

like food distributors." 

• Snate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell reiterated Tuesday that there will likely 

be another stimulus bill in the “next month or so” as the country may “need one more 

plug here at the federal level to help us get through this period." 

o “There’s likely to be another bill. It will not be the $3 trillion bill that the House 

passed the other day, but there’s still a likelihood that more will be needed. In 

my view, it ought to be very carefully targeted to correct the mistakes that we 

certainly made in passing a multi-trillion dollar bill in one week. There were some 

mistakes obviously made," McConnell said at the press event at the Norton 

Brownsboro Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky.  

o McConnell also restated his negotiation red line for the fourth coronavirus relief 

bill: providing liability protections for employers.  

o Asked if he would change his mind on the House Democrats' $3 trillion bill if they 

agreed to provide liability protections, McConnell replied: “No. That isn’t gonna 

happen.” 

  
State/Local 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB365
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.transportation.gov%2Frural%2Fabout&data=02%7C01%7Ckeborn%40bloombergindustry.com%7C334f3e5baae64e74a10408d7fe6eaeac%7C97be21fdc6014b169920f5accc69da65%7C0%7C0%7C637257623633921160&sdata=AECD3jFW%2FczQpYEDh0pMx4Ec%2FnCuR4axSLSU8cCd6o0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/20/politics/republican-divide-covid-stimulus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/05/15/politics/house-vote-covid-aid-3-trillion-remote-voting/index.html
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• Public school officials in Arlington, Virginia, are planning for three scenarios to start the 

new school year in the fall, and the most likely of which is to start the year with students 

staying at home, interim superintendent Cintia Johnson said. 

o According to an email from Johnson, the other two options are a hybrid of in-

person and distance learning and reopening as normal — but normal, in-person 

instruction is "the least likely scenario." 

o Starting the school year with distance learning would happen in the event that 

public health officials advise it isn't safe to reopen in the fall. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said he'll meet with President Trump tomorrow in 

Washington, DC. 

o "Scheduled to meet with the President to talk about a number of things," he 

said, noting that one of those things is the possibility of starting infrastructure 

projects that need federal help and approval as the state begins to reopen from 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

o He specifically mentioned the state could work on cross-Hudson tunnels, a 

possible train to LaGuardia airport and subway extensions. 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said the state’s focus will now be on reopening New 

York City’s economy.   

o Officials will use data and tests to continue to pinpoint areas where coronavirus 

is still spreading, Cuomo said. 

o Those ZIP codes tend to be predominantly lower-income and minority 

communities, he said. In some areas, the infection rate is 40% — about double 

the rate in the city as a whole.  

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said that Long Island will start to reopen tomorrow. 

o New York has been opening up different parts of the state as regions hit key 

metrics mandated by the state. One of the metrics is employing a certain 

number of contact tracers. 

o Long Island will begin phase one of reopening tomorrow. That means 

construction, agriculture, curbside and in-store pick up retail and select other 

industries are allowed to reopen. 

o "Each region has a regional control group. I've spoken to many of the county 

executives across the state who are key on these regional control groups, and 

I said to the county executives, watch the numbers. When you see a cluster of 

cases, jump on it. Jump on it," he said. 

https://www.apsva.us/post/covid-19-update-framework-for-reopening-schools/
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• New York City is bolstering its contact-tracing operation and has hired about 1,700 

tracers, who will be on-duty by Monday, Mayor Bill de Blasio announced today. 

o De Blasio called the effort “a huge new piece of the puzzle." Increasing the 

number of contact tracers is also required to be eligible to reopen, according to 

state criteria.  

o There are two different type of tracers, de Blasio said: 

o There are 938 case investigators, who contact those who have tested positive 

who then trace or track down the contacts they’ve been in touch with. At least 

410 of these investigators were from neighborhoods hardest hit by Covid-19, 

and among them, they speak 40 languages. 

o There are 770 case monitors, who reach out to the contacts of those who tested 

positive and arrange for testing. They also contact those who tested positive 

daily to check on them. At least 331 of these tracers were hired from 

neighborhoods hardest hit by Covid-19, and 40% of them speak Spanish. 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said today that the city wants to do 50,000 tests per 

day by August 1. 

o The first focus will be those with symptoms, close contact with someone who 

tested positive and people in facilities such as adult-care facilities, nursing homes 

and shelters. 

• New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy announced on Twitter that the state's professional sports 

teams may return to training and competition. 

• Maine is significantly increasing their contact tracing capacity by hiring more skilled staff 

and volunteers, adding innovative technology, and securing social services, Department 

of Health and Human Services Commissioner Jeanne Lambrew said.  

o Right now the state has a contact tracing and case investigation team of about 

30 people, but is looking to more than quadruple the team. 

o Here's what Lambrew said the state is planning to do: 

o Increase personnel by enlisting the help of 50 trained volunteers, who will assist 

for at least two months and will start training the week of June 1. 

o Hire up to 125 contracted staff over time for up to 12 months. 

o Deploy a new tool called a "Sara Alert" system that was developed to help track 

contacts, and will allow people who have been diagnosed or potentially exposed 

to Covid-19 to report daily symptoms through web, text, email or calls. 

o The expansion of the contract tracing program will be paid for with federal 

dollars, Lambrew said, and it is estimated it will cost about $7.5 million. 
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• Starting today, hair salons and barbershops can begin to reopen in California, but only in 

counties that have been approved to move forward in the state’s four-phased 

reopening plan, Gov. Gavin Newsom announced. 

• Washington, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser told reporters Tuesday that the District has had 

13 days of sustained decline in community spread of coronavirus and on track to report 

14 days of decline. This is one of the previously outlined metrics listed in order to begin 

a phased reopening.  

o The mayor said she hopes the downward trends would continue and that she 

could announce next steps tomorrow. Bowser also noted local officials would 

continue to track community spread and follow science and data in determining 

when to reopen. 

o Here's what would reopen: 

o Outdoor restaurant service and curbside pick-up for nonessential retail. 

o Beauty salons and barbershops will be allowed to operate by appointment only 

o Up to 10 people will be permitted to gather for worship. 

o Looking ahead to the summer, Bowser said the District would not be issuing 

permits for parades on July 4 if the city is still in phase one at that time. 

• Beaches, restaurants, hotels and gyms in Broward County reopened this morning but 

with strict guidelines, Mayor Dale V.C. Holness said. 

o Holness said the reopening was in part due “to the efforts of the people of 

Broward county working together with our cities, state and with the county.”  

o The mayor noted that the reopening comes with guidelines, including “social 

distancing of six feet apart, 15 feet between groups and no groups larger than 

10." Residents must also continue to wear masks and wash hands frequently. 

• Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam announced today that people 10 years old and older will 

be required to wear masks within a public indoor spaces in the state starting Friday. 

o People who are eating and drinking will be exempt. 

o Here's where masks will be required: 

o Inside all brick-and-mortar retail establishments 

o Inside all personal care and grooming establishments 

o Inside places where people congregate 

o Inside food and beverage establishments, except when eating 

o On public transportation 

o When accessing state and local government services 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/28/politics/california-phased-reopening-plan/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/04/28/politics/california-phased-reopening-plan/index.html
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• Ohio Gov. Mike DeWine announced today that beginning this week, newly organized 

"Congregate Care Unified Response Teams," which will include medically trained 

members of the Ohio National Guard, will begin testing all staff and certain residents 

within Ohio’s 960 nursing homes.  

o According to DeWine, all staff will be tested to help nursing home administrators 

understand the status of the virus in their facilities, while testing of residents will 

be based on assessment. 

o The testing will start in facilities where residents or workers have or have had 

cases of Covid-19, which includes approximately 200 of the states’ facilities, the 

governor said. 

• Los Angeles County, California, will appoint an independent Inspector General 

to oversee nursing homes throughout the coronavirus outbreak.  

o More than half of Covid-19 fatalities in Los Angeles County, accounting for more 

than 1,000 deaths, have stemmed from outbreaks at nursing homes. 

o County Supervisor Janice Hahn described it as “a pandemic within a pandemic in 

our skilled nursing facilities.”  

o The inspector general will likely be in place by July and will be responsible for 

overseeing the health and safety of residents and staff.  

• The second phase of Rhode Island's reopening will start Monday, Gov. Gina Raimondo 

said, calling it a reopening of “almost every part of our economy.” 

o She said that information for most businesses opening during this phase 

is available online, and more guidelines for barbershops and gyms should be 

available in one or two days. 

• Iowa Gov. Kim Reynolds announced Tuesday that she is lifting restrictions that limit 

gatherings to 10 people, effective Monday.   

o "This means extended families and friends can gather together but that privilege 

comes with responsibility of ensuring you're doing the right thing to protect your 

health and the health of people you care about," Reynolds said at her daily 

briefing. 

Other 

• Dubai has announced a plan to reopen cinemas, fitness centers and entertainment 

outlets starting Wednesday as it continues to ease coronavirus curfew measures, 

according to state media on Monday.  

https://www.reopeningri.com/resource_pdfs/Phase-II/Reopening-Phase-II-Navigating-Our-Way-05.22.20.pdf
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o The Emirate went through a strict 24-hour lockdown in April, however started 

easing restrictions during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan in May, allowing 

malls and shopping centers to open with limited capacity. 

• Partners of Danish citizens will now be able to reunite with their significant others after 

Denmark lifted some coronavirus border restrictions on Monday, Danish Police and the 

Danish Justice Ministry told CNN. 

o The eased border controls apply only to permanent residents of Denmark's 

neighboring countries — Germany, Sweden, Norway and Finland. Currently, the 

rules require those who are engaged or in a relationship to show police proof 

that the relationship has been ongoing for at least six months. However, 

following privacy concerns, authorities are in the process of updating the law to 

require only a signed declaration. 

• Almost 200 schools in the South Korean capital of Seoul and the country's North 

Gyeongsang province will postpone school reopenings that were originally scheduled 

for Wednesday, education authorities said. 

o The Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education said seven elementary schools and 

five kindergartens pushed back their start dates because a 6-year-old tested 

positive for the novel coronavirus. Most affected schools will now open on June 

1.  

• Britain’s mobile phone app for tracking coronavirus infections has been delayed by 

bureaucracy and the addition of more symptoms to monitor, according to a person 

familiar with the matter—who said they expected the government to abandon it in 

favor of the model backed by Apple and Google. 

o Prime Minister Boris Johnson pledged last Wednesday that the U.K. would have 

a tracking-and-tracing system—essential to lifting the current lockdown—in 

place by June 1. But he emphasized recruiting 25,000 workers to trace potential 

cases, rather than using the app that was due in the middle of May 

• Amtrak seeks additional federal relief of $1.5 billion from Congress to help it maintain 

minimum service levels in fiscal year 2021, according to a statement from the U.S. 

passenger railroad. 

o Officials expect ridership to only return to about 50% in fiscal year 2021 that 

starts Oct. 1 

• New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo was on Wall Street this morning to ring the bell on the 

floor of the NYSE to mark the trading floor's reopening. 

https://media.amtrak.com/2020/05/amtrak-supplemental-funding-needed-to-maintain-minimum-service-levels/


 
 
 

COVID-19 5/26 UPDATE 
 

o The Dow Jones Industrial Average jumped over 600 points at opening on the 

news of potential progress with a coronavirus vaccine. 

• Merck moved to bolster the global fight against the coronavirus, unveiling development 

plans for a pill to treat the infection and two vaccines to prevent it. The U.S.-based 

drugmaker bought rights to develop a promising antiviral discovered at Emory 

University, and will work with partners to advance candidate vaccines based on 

technology behind Ebola and measles immunization. 

 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAXK9ODWRGG1
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAXK9ODWRGG1

